
Ballet Class Expectations and Etiquette


1. Students should come dressed properly to each class, in pink tights, black leotard, pink 
ballet shoes, and a neat bun.  Tights should not have holes.  Leotards and slippers should 
be well fitted.  Hair should be up in a clean, tight bun, with no flyaways or whispies.  These 
can be secured with hair spray and bobby pins.


2. Warm Ups will no longer be acceptable in class.  Students should warm up before class.  If 
coming from a different class, students should come to class warm.  If taking ballet  as their 
first class of the day, students need to responsibly take time to warm up themselves before 
class.  Students should not be completely cold before barre.  Light movement and 
stretching before class is the student’s responsibility in order to avoid injury.


3. Students may not come into class talking.  The studio is a space to focus, concentrate and 
work hard.  Conversations, not relating to ballet, should end at the door.


4. Upon entering, students should quickly and quietly line up barres and begin warming 
themselves up, until instructed to do otherwise.


5. Students may not come to class consistently late.  It is disruptive and disrespectful.  
Students may not come into the studio during a combination.  Students should wait at the 
door until they hear the end of the music and should apologize when entering late.


6. Any injuries should be reported before class, both new and old injuries.

7. Talking during class is absolutely inexcusable. Before, during or after combinations is not 

an acceptable time to talk, ever, including times when the student or the student’s group is 
not dancing.  


8. When given corrections, students should do everything in their power to understand and 
apply corrections quickly.  It is not good etiquette to “fight” corrections.  When being 
guided by touch, students should do their best to go in the direction of the touch and may 
respectfully ask questions if unsure.  Complaining will not be tolerated.  When corrections 
are given, students should respond by nodding or saying thank you.


9. Complaining, talking out of line and bad behavior and attitude may result in being asked to 
leave class.  This can be without warning and is completely under the teacher’s discretion.  
If asked to leave, the student should leave quickly and quietly without causing a scene.  If 
asked to leave class, the student will not receive credit for the class and is responsible for 
making up the class, per competing eligibility requirements.


10. If the student is sitting out due to sickness or injury, he/she must take good, legible notes.  
While sitting out, it is unacceptable to read, look at a device, sleep or do other things. 
Students should be as attentive as if physically taking class.  If notes are acceptable and 
relate to class content of that day, credit will be given.  If credit is not deserved, students 
are responsible to make up the class.


11. It is common courtesy and etiquette for students to express gratitude to their teacher.  If 
there is no time for reverènce, every student should still courtesy and verbally say “thank 
you” before leaving the studio.


**Any student unable to adhere to these rules and guidelines will be dismissed from class, and 
no class credit will be given.  For competition students, this may affect competition eligibility.**


